The Treatment of Inversion of the Uterus by the Elastic liigature.?M. Aries reports the case of a woman who had had seven, confinements and three miscarriages, and who suffered from inversion of the uterus. M. Aries tried every method to effect a cure, but unsuccessfully. At length he determined to draw the inverted uterus downwards, and to surround it by a tube of caoutchouc drawn moderately tight. There were no septic symptoms, and the uterus came away in the course of a fortnight. He thinks this method is preferable to excision, to the simple or metallic ligature, to the eeraseur, and to the galvano-cautery, and even to M. Denuce's method by ecrasement lineaire, by which removal is effected in from twenty-four to thirty-six hours.?Practitioner.
Removal of Spleen.?M. Pean exhibited to the French Academy of Medicine, July 18, two patients upon whom he had successfully performed ablation of the spleen, in consequence of large tumours of the organ. The first was operated upon in September 1867, and was shown to the Academy soon afterwards, since when she has continued to enjoy excellent health. The second, a woman twenty-four years of age, was operated upon three months ago, in consequence of the success that had been obtained by M. Pean in the first case, and in iiastrotomy in general. An incision having been made from the pubes to the epigastrium, the hypertrophied spleen was found extending from the left hypochondrium to the right iliao region. Owing to its friability, great precaution was required in removing it, a ligature having first been placed around tho omentum en masse prior to the excision. The omental stump, containing some enormous sanguineous and lymphatic vessels, was brought down to the lower angle of the wound.
Very little blood was lost; and the patient, at the end of a month, was enabled to resume her occupation in a good state of health, and completely cured.?Med. Times and G-az., July 29, from Bull, de Acad. No. 29.
These cases are reported in full in 27 Union Medicate for July 29, 1876. Of six cases of splenotomy which have been reported in the last twenty years, two only, M. Pean says, have been successful.
In the British Medical Journal for July 8, 1876, it is stated that Dr. J. Marion Sims " assisted at a case of excision of an hypertropliied spleen, which weighed between eleven and twelve pounds."?American Journal of Medical Sciences.
Treatment of Boils and Carbuncles.?Dr. Peter Eade in au article in the British Medical Journal lor July 1, 1876, maintains the following doctrines in regard to these affections:?
1. That boils and carbuncles are not mere inflammations and Bloughings of cellular tissue, but specific diseases.
2. That they are parasitic, and, as such, endowed with a definite life and history.
3. That, in their early stages, they may be infallibly destroyed and aborted by destruction of their central stem or root; and that even after this stage has passed, they may generally be destroyed, and in all cases, at the very least, greatly modified, by tho free application of carbolic acid. 4. That, to produce this result, the acid must be freely introduced into the central portion of the disease, and also into any other part where an opening exists, or is formed artificially.
The essentials for the proper action of the carbolic acid, Dr.
E. conceives to be :?
1. The acid must be applied in strong solution (four or five parts of acid to one of glycerine is the strength I employ).
2. It must be brought into contact with the diseased tissue, for it appears to exert no influence on or through the unbroken skin. To this end, if sufficient opening do not exist when the case is first seen, a proper one must be fearlessly made in the very centre of the disease by some appropriate caustic, and, perhaps, the acid nitrate of mercury effects this better and with less discomfort, than any other.
3. The acid solution must be occasionally reapplied to, and into, the hole thus formed, or those already existing, and I have found it a good plan to keep a piece of lint wet with a weaker solution constantly over the sore.?The American Journal of Medical Sciences.
